GERMANY AIR TROOPING SERVICE (GATS) – WITH EFFECT 4 APR 09
1.
 The current contract with Air Berlin for the Germany Air Trooping Service (GATS) will end on Friday 3rd April 2209 with a new contract coming into effect on Saturday 4th April 2009. The new contractor (company to be confirmed) will operate full-charter aircraft to the following schedule: 

	DAY 
	AIRPORT FROM 
	AIRPORT TO 
	DEPART 
	ARRIVE 

	Sat & Wed 
	Hannover 
	Birmingham 
	1045 
	1120 

	Sat & Wed 
	Birmingham 
	Hannover 
	1205 
	1435 

	Sun 
	Paderborn 
	Birmingham 
	1430 
	1500 

	Sun 
	Birmingham 
	Paderborn 
	1540 
	1800 


2.
The GATS should be used for the following categories of travel: 

a. Assignment 

b. Courses 

c. To connect with individual’s Op flights deploying through UK Main Base Airfields (MBA) 

d. Soldiers under Sentence or Escort (SUS/SUE) 

e. Carriage of weapons 

f. UK based personnel attending courses and training in Germany 

g. Medical appointments 

h. Compassionate travel 

3.
GATS should NOT be used for business travel purposes. Business travel is defined as attending a meeting/conference consisting of no more than two nights away. Business travel is incorporated into Defence Travel (DT) and should be booked through the Electronic Booking Interface System (e-Bis), as mandated by 2nd PUS using Transport and Subsistence (T & S) funds. DT bookings can still be made through Bielefeld Travel Centre but unit leave and movements’ clerks are also authorised to book commercial flights, UK rail, hotel rooms and conference facilities through e-Bis on-line, or off-line direct with the Travel Service Provider, the Hogg Robinson Group. 

4.
For information concerning the mandated use of DT see 2008DIN01-268 and LFSO 1122.  For information on how unit clerks can become ‘Travel Arrangers’ on e-Bis follow the link below to the Defence Travel Team webpage on the defence Intranet. The user guide, the latest travel information and how to get help on the system is also contained on their webpage:

http://defenceintranet.diiweb.r.mil.uk/DefenceIntranet/Teams/BrowseTeamCaegories/Orgbased/DefenceTravelTeamdt.htm 

